MSRC Christmas Newsletter 2024
Dear Member,
I hope you all survived Storm Bert the other weekend – the wind was amazing  and I don’t think we were at all surprised to hear that Yeovilton recorded gusts of 76mph. It really was incredible and I think most of our horses had ‘duvet days’.
Your Riding Club has been busy on the training front with flat work clinics with Martine Lee and Sue Petty , pole work with Margaret Millward and some exciting jumping clinics at Chard with Sarah Whittington.
During the year we have said a sad goodbye to Amanda Edmonds as the clinics had proved no longer viable in their afternoon slot and also to Gill Longhurst whose evening clinics were still very popular, but due to ongoing health issues, Gill could no longer stand to teach for two hours in the cold and with the advent of winter, felt it was time to bow out and Martine stepped in to her role.  Martine had always covered holidays and hip and knee operations for  Gill and so was already known to many of you. Gill remains the only trainer to have her teams win the Senior Open and Novice Dressage in the same year at the BRC Nationals at Lincoln.  Our thanks to all our trainers past and present and to those who organise them.
Membership has continued to rise – thanks to the clinic organisers -  and at the time of writing  we have 48 members and some associate/ non riding members. For 2025, the committee have agreed to keep membership fees at the current level, but this is a far from satisfactory situation as for when BRC have had their money, Insurances have been paid and  Area 12 affiliation fees have been met – Mid Somerset is left with very very little income. In fact the associate members , who are not registered with BRC and the  few members who paid an extra £5 for postal updates – are really keeping Mid Somerset afloat!!  We are too small a club to run competitions as the fee for venue hire was crippling apart from the fact that we have insufficient bodies to do so.  I am sure you have noticed that even the centres are struggling for entries now and if they can’t make money – there is no hope for us!  Membership is due on January 1st via Sport 80.
Consequently, we need to raise money by other means in order to maintain support to our teams as generously as we do. So please, if you have any ideas and can run something that will make money (legally!!) let us know. Maybe a tack sale, or a coffee morning, race night – anything.
Talking of teams – we have had some good results recently at the Novice Dressage Area Qualifier, Mid Somerset are on the way up again. A team went to the SWWRC Championships at Hartpury in August and only narrowly missed out on the prizes. You will all be very glad to know that for 2025 , BRC have dropped both the Riding Test and the Style Jumping, Area 12 are proposing a new West of England Championship to be run over 2 or 3 days at Bicton on Easter weekend.  Watch out for more news.
The website is currently being upgraded  and hopefully that will be operational soon and Facebook is undergoing a facelift too.
The Quiz Night was a great success and thanks to all who worked so hard to make this a memorable night.  I am already being asked about the 2025 date!
Our AGM is on Wednesday January 22nd at Long Sutton Village Hall at 7.15pm.
Please come and support your club – Sally Ellis -Grey the Aera 12 Chairman will be present to talk about the way the Area functions and it’s relationship with BRC.
There will be a free supper (provided by your committee!)  
Margaret is looking for raffle prizes so those unwanted Christmas presents can find a new home and help raise funds for the club.  Please let Margaret know if you have things to bring.
Meanwhile Happy Christmas and Safe Riding
Your Committee,

Main contacts:  Margaret Peverley ( Chairman) 01935 473 188,  or 07813791 827  Helen Roberts  (Treasurer) 07913 930 120, Marian Draper ( Secretary) 07885 301 898 or 01458 241 506.


